Unlike the poet or the storyteller, the nonfiction writer is often viewed as less of an artist and more of a technician. The poet is a "responsible commentator" (Smith, 2010), sending persuasive and descriptive messages that are personal, political, or playful. The fiction writer is a storyteller, using description and narration to build imagined worlds that are realistic and fantastic. In contrast, the nonfiction writer is instructive, logical, and factual; using text structures to build concepts, present information, and clarify concepts. Where's the art in that? Well, there's plenty.
The Quest for Information
Nonfiction books clarify content and reveal the subject through accuracy, documentation, organization, visual material and book design. Such books display respect for children's understanding, abilities, and aesthetic appreciation. They also appeal to adults.
Relevant Topics and Professional Interests
Think about your college major, your current professional position, or your future aspirations. Are you in health sciences, social work, business, art, engineering, hospitality? What are your professional interests?
Find two children's information books that relate to your profession. Yes, that's right-a children's book. The content of nonfiction children's literature spans all disciplines. • If your career is in fashion, marketing, art direction, or performance, check out the following: • If your career aspirations are in business, politics, or economics, look for books on related topics. • Or, do you just love numbers and math? Read about number people and math problems. 
Figure 11.4
Part story, part mystery, part math. This book integrates mathematical thinking with narrative. (Figure 11 .8).
• If you enjoy traveling and learning about different people, places, and times, there are plenty of books for you. • If you love birdwatching, there are many amazing options.
๏ Look Up! Bird-Watching in Your Own
Backyard by Annette LeBlanc Cate, 2013, Somerville, MA: Candlewick (Figure 11 .10).
• Are you an artist? Read about museums, different media, art installations, or the artists themselves.
๏ Drawing from Memory by Allen Say, 2011, New York, NY: Scholastic (Figure 11 .11). Roy writes about sharks with great expertise and in simple terms. Charlesbridge (Figure 11 .12).
• Do you scrapbook? Yes, there are kids books about scrapbooking. • 
Limited Topics and Perspectives
The publishing world has produced fabulous examples of nonfiction books for children. Almost every topic is covered, but not every perspective is explored. For example, I love biographies.
I read celebrity biographies ( series could choose from 26 biographies about women (Figure 11.21) and 71 biographies about men (Figure 11.22 past presidents and evading inventors: not your grandmother's information books (Portraying people, arguing positions, and presenting disciplinary content)
To explore some of the better examples of contemporary biographies (even though most of the people are still dead), I have selected a range of books highlighting different approaches.
Choose ONE from the following:
• Scholastic (Figure 11 .28).
• Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Choose ONE from the following:
• • (Figure 11 .31).
• 
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Here are some questions to guide your thinking and analysis:
• How are the individuals portrayed?
• Pay attention to the language in the two books you selected. Do you notice differences and similarities in how the main character is described?
• Compare the content of both books. Do you notice any differences or similarities in the topics covered? What events are highlighted?
• What personal strengths or challenges are featured?
• How did the illustrations affect your reading?
• How did the illustrator's choices impact your view and understanding of each person?
It's also interesting to compare different approaches to the same person/topic.
Here are a few to examine: 
I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia Mccormick

Who is Malala Yousafzai by Dinah Brown and Andrew Thomson
Expertise and Interesting Writing
Nonfiction writers conduct extensive research and consult with experts, bridging the gap between a field of study and the intended audience of children. In other words, the nonfiction writer is an information translator, recasting details in a different way. Of course, there are always bad examples of nonfiction. But, you might also be surprised by the depth and breadth of what is available.
Author Expertise
Many writers of nonfiction for children have professional backgrounds and training in the area in which they write. Many of them also have careers in teaching and working with children. Below, I've highlighted a few individuals.
• (Published by Houghton Mifflin). She taught courses in creative writing at the college level (http://www.scbartoletti.com/downloads/CV_2010.pdf).
• Vicki Cobb graduated from Barnard College with a major in zoology and a Master's degree in Secondary Science Education. After an early career as a laboratory researcher, she eventually worked as a science teacher, and then she became a full-time writer of science books for children (http://www.vickicobb.com/aboutvicki.html).
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I selected these four award-winning, nonfiction writers because I personally value their work. I am especially impressed with their depth of research, their perspectives on the topics on which they write, their abilities to write for the targeted age level, and their literary styles. As these selected individuals demonstrate, nonfiction writers have personal expertise in the subjects about which they write, and if they don't have formal training, they have the education and advanced skills necessary to conduct research. As Seymour Simon wrote, Whenever I want to write about a subject, I need to study. I start by looking at It is not a coincidence that each of these successful writers was also a teacher. I didn't select these individuals because they were teachers, but I believe their extraordinary success in writing for children is a direct result of years of talking with, listening to, and learning from children and youth. As teachers, they learned how to help students access complex disciplinary information by breaking down concepts, modeling ways of thinking, and using writing across the disciplines as a method of communication. They also honor children as intelligent, thoughtful individuals who appreciate accurate information that is written in respectful and interesting ways.
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Language Features and Readability
There is an art to writing interesting nonfiction. Anthropomorphism is the attribution of human form or other characteristics to beings other than humans, particularly deities and animals. People attribute human-like mental states, for example, to God and non-human animals.
Personification is the related attribution of human form and characteristics to abstract concepts such as nations and natural forces such as the seasons and the weather.
Both anthropomorphism and personification have ancient roots as storytelling and artistic devices. Most cultures have traditional fables with anthropomorphized animals as characters.
Here is a short list of nonfiction technques:
http://www.fionabayrock.com/ARTICLEeleventips.htm
In Chapter 5, I combined criteria from national nonfiction awards to guide you in the selection of quality nonfiction.
Criteria to evaluate information books:
• Interesting and timely subject matter
• Excellent, engaging, and distinctive use of language.
• Excellent, engaging, and distinctive use of visuals in illustrated texts (for picturebooks see below).
• Appropriate organization with clear sequencing and logical development
• Thorough documentation and author's qualifications
• Clear, accurate, and stimulating presentation of facts, concepts, and ideas.
• Appropriate style of presentation for subject and for intended audience.
• Supportive features (index, table of contents, maps, timelines, etc).
• Respectful and of interest to intended audience.
Some information should be narrated. In these instances, there is a dual purpose: to present information and narrate a series of events. Seymour Simon wrote, "I write stories for children that happen to be non-fiction. I don't write textbooks, or encyclopedias, I'm telling stories" (http://www.seymoursimon.com/index.php/about_seymour_simon/faq/). In the technical sense, Seymour Simon does not tell stories (plot, setting, characters), but he does use narration and argumentation to present information. Ever face a strong wind?
Your hair blows away from your face.
You could lose your hat.
And if the wind is blowing hard enough, you may even have to walk at a slant.
You can't see this force that's pushing you. But you can feel it. And you can see what wind does to other things.
It makes dust swirl in a circle.
It makes flags stick out straight and flutter.
Can you name some things you see wind do?
Go outside and watch.
Leaves on trees shake.
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Vicki Cobb received a Sibert Honor Award for this book. I feel it is an outstanding example of nonfiction writing. The reader is engaged. He or she must make references to windy experiences in his or her own life. This is a classic example of showing the reader, not telling the reader. Instead of saying, "wind has energy-here's the evidence," Vicki Cobb showed us through examples.
Wind by Marion Dane Bauer, illustrated by John Wallace (2003)
The earth we live on is a spinning ball.
When the earth spins, the air around it moves too.
When air moves we call it "wind."
As the sun heats the air, the air grows lighter. Light air rises. Wind Energy Engineering by Pramod Jain (2010, p. 9-10) The energy of wind has been exploited for thousands of years. The oldest applications of wind energy include extracting water from wells, making flour out of grain, and other agricultural applications. In recent times, the use of wind energy has evolved to, primarily, generation of electricity (p. 1) … The kinetic energy contained in wind is: E = ½ mv2 where m is mass and v is speed; units of energy are kg m2/s2 = Joule.
The mass (m) from which energy is extracted is the mass contained in the volume of air that will flow through the rotor.
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Pramod Jain wrote this book for audiences interested in higher levels of science content. The information is straightforward and easy to understand. Jain also uses real life examples and practical applications for the science. However, he is not engaging with the audience as much as he is presenting the information.
The Importance of Illustration
As you might imagine, illustrations play a central role in nonfiction texts for youth. Even the most dense nonfiction narratives will include some photographs and illustrations. For example, look at the examples of the books about wind. In each book, the illustrations play a different role.
In Vicki Cobb's book, the images help the reader think about the words she wrote. They guide the reader to pay attention to the examples in their own world (Figure 11.38) .
In Marion Dane Bauer's book, the images add interest to the text, but they do not necessarily add informational content (Figure 11 .39). In Pramod Jain's book, the images are selected to illustrate concepts that require visualization. For example, how is a turbine constructed? In this case, it's easier to show the visual than describe or inform through text. The illustrations take the place of needless technical writing (Figure 11.40) .
Unlike a young adult novel, the purpose of a nonfiction text is to share information. Therefore, photographs, 322 past presidents and evading inventors: not your grandmother's information books (Portraying people, arguing positions, and presenting disciplinary content)
If the information is presented in the form of a picture book, I use the following criteria from the Caldecott Medal (ALA) to determine the book's quality.
• Excellence of execution in the artistic technique employed;
• Excellence of pictorial interpretation of theme or concept;
• Appropriateness of style of illustration to the theme or concept;
• Delineation of information through the pictures;
• Excellence of presentation in recognition of the intended audience.
Video 11.4 Survey of Information Book Illustration http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/noij4
Looking Past Dead Presidents and the Same Ol' Inventors
Good examples of nonfiction are written about all aspects of disciplinary content-from the microscopic (atom) to the enormous (universe). Good examples of nonfiction are also written about all kinds of people who have contributed to society across time periods and across the globe. Modern, effective writers and illustrators accurately inform readers through beautiful language and detailed illustrations. But there is work to do. Nonfiction books continue to feature a lot of dead white people involved in lifeless events that have little relevance to youth. We need to choose nonfiction books carefully and demand excellence and diversity in the coverage of topics for children.
For more on this topic, here is an opinion on the topic: http:// www.buzzfeed.com/hannahjewell/inventions-by-women-thatchanged-the-world#.lmBWaw2Nx. Caution, this article contains offensive language.
